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U’s largest gift has big goal: Cure cancer

® The Masons’ $65 million
gift to the university's cancer
center is their way of making a
difference that will last forever.

By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY
mascosty@startribune.com

“The Masons have a single-mind-
ed purpose behind the largest phil-
anthropic gift ever given to the Uni-
versity of Minnesota,

“We want to find a cure for can-
cer,” said Eric Neetenbeek, Prest-
dent of
itigs, which announced ﬂmnday
(Imwerl.hene:tﬁyearsum]lgwe
the U of 565 mil-

“It changes a thousand times.
our ability to recruit and retain
faculty,” said Dr. Frank Cer-
ra, the university’s senior vice
president for heallll

Yee said he would also like
to research why people of dif-
ferent ethnic backgrounds
have different susceptibili-
ty to cancers, but not enough
hasbeen d hesablactio

es. In the i 1y peti-

tive world of medical lesean':h lﬁmﬁi‘ﬁﬁ?ﬁ! money. The Ma-
that's critical to a universi- sons’ gift could help both proj-
ty's success, because the big-  ects, he said.

gest names come with the big-

The university’s Academ-

lion for cancer research. “We want
to have an impact that is literally for-
ever,” he said.

Pmﬁousluthelamﬁlprimeda-

uni-
versity was 560 million glvm to the
University of $t. Thomas last year by
Lee and Penny Anderson.

Whether or not university re-
searchers find the cure for cancer,
the Masons' money could at least
chan;l: the cancer center forev-

gest federal researchgrants,he  ic Health Center had a pret-
said. “That's another source of  ty good weck overall. In addi-
money to find the cure,” Cer-  tion to cinching the deal with
raadded. the Masons, it won approval at

At the same time, rescarch  the Iegs]arum for$233 rr.ulllnn
funding from the National In- Id four
stitutes of Health is shrinki biosciences buildi

ingly, only bets will

be funded, Cerrasaid. The Ma-  Fifty years of support
sons' gift can be used to fund The Masons' latest gift
novel research ideas and new  brings the amount they have
approaches that the govern-  donated to the university dur-

ment won't touch. It can be the
seed money to get projects to
the point where the NTH will
fund them, he said, or to com-
plete projects only partially

ing the past 53 years to about
$100 million — enough to buy

the name. As of Thursday, the

cancer center will be known as
the Masonic Cancer Center at
the University of Mi

funded by the g

For example, there are sci-
entists at thn: university study-
ing mol in broccoli, cau-

ding to glowing

Cerrasaid he began discuss-
ing the donation with Masonic
leadership about a year ago.

Since funding the Mason-
ic Hospital at the university
in 1958, the Masons have made
major donalwnsdfor. cancer

of medical students each de-
cade. The Masons have exist-
ed in Minnesota for 155 years.
Today there are about 17000
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ol‘ﬁclals who described the gift as  liflower and green tea that are
transformative. known to inhibit cancers, said

“The amount pales in comparison  Dr. Doug Yee, the cancer cen-

million ter's director,

e i FeEpeRCiing o “Youcould gh care,
federal government and other soure- broceoli hat effect,”
es. But the Masons' gift is the kind D¢ said. The researchers re-
of money that can beget even more ceived some [Edﬁ"'l funding
money, y officials said to gate those
mmofhmuy ifsnow Dutnotenough lete the

the Masonic Cancer Center, AS »

project.
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that it recei

research.
The g

15 years.

Cancer Center.

The University announced Thursday
ed 365 million from Min-
nesota Masonic Charities to fund cancer

tory and to any public university in Min-
nesota, will be distributed over the next

The University of Minnesota Cancer
Center will also be renamed the Masonic

_University President Bob Bruininks
Iniversity will be able to maintain
5 g'lribnl statu
earch becar
The University has a 5

Spotlight shines
on funding
cancer research

CANCER CENTER RECEIVES LARGEST-
EVER DONATION FOR THE UNIVERSITY

BY COURTNEY SINNER AND

mic Charities. With
e group’s support for the
Iniversity \sll] top S100 million.

Dr. Douglas Yee, director of the Ma-
sonic Cancer Cente id the gift will be
used to enhance existing projects, supple-
ment L.I“ll” Mo cuts and start new re-

with \vhnm m.n A

ad an upward trajectory for
the past 10 years,” Yee said. “This makes
sure we can fil he gaps and continue
to develop new initistives.”

The donation has been in the works
for the past couple of years, Minnesota
Masonic Char President and CEOQ
Eric Neetenbee

“] he Univers

y wanted to expand

> See GIFT Page 3
The donation will push the University closer to
Its goal of being a top-three resaarch institution,

a leader
of the glfl
aditi
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their research programs and
needed some help to be
endeavor,” Neetenbeek said.

Frank Cerra, senior vice
president for the a\(‘:zrlrmh
Health Center, hand}
tions with the orga
said the detailed ne
involved everything from how
the money will be distributed to
the exact wording of the center’s
new name.

“If you're not on the same
page, il ain't gonna happen,”
Cerra said,

Martin Dworkin, former di-
rector of the Combined M.D./
Ph.D. Training Program for the
L sity, said donations like
s are be ping more impor-
tant as state funding dwindles,
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5 \'il[ilpl.l!!.‘ our cancer
center into the top ranks,” Dwar-
kin said.

I erry Back,

associate vice

II\.|II|(1 nler, i
Hon gift will push the Univers
closer to its goal of being a mp
Ihru. research instituti

will move our medi-
hool into the top 20,” he
“You can't be a top-three
reh school without your
ical school being in the top

week, the Univer-
millien for a
ch program

Earfier thi

froma \ilmu soia state bonding
bill

“It's a good day, it's been a
good week — h build-

ings and cash,” Bock said, in ref-
erence to bonding bill funds.




